Habivee | Subdcribe | PressCard | Archnies

Manbo Sléars | Fhyerd  Coslodier Serace

P Bl B i

Comlacl Us

Winnipeg free Press «= . ..

11, FO0R

Hews | Enbertamment | Busimess | Sports | Life & Saple | Openion | Molimeds

SOHODN, DAY 3 | RECTCLIRG DAY 1

ol ana here: Winnipeg Fres Press = Trawel = Lady of ihe lake

Adyurtizing Conbests & Promolians . Place an Ad

Login|Regisier | R5E Feeds

| L eo

TRAVEL

Lady of the lake

Grace Anne [1 provides top-notch luxury on Lake of the

Woods
By mﬁlﬂ'ﬂ‘l
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FERFIS BAY, Ont. — The sun has just cleared the treas on the eastern shore of this
seciuded bay 40 fo S0 kiomeires south of Kenora on Lake of the Woods

There's no wind, not a breath. But the air i #led wilh the sounds of birds frantic to get this

near-perfact August moming started

Esdaige imasge B

g andd Slal of e Grace anne B
prepane bo mesd guashs at the dock in

"Your coffes, Mr. Rachey,” steward Cameron
Sprange offers in hushed tones, trying not to
msiurh the tranquility. 7 hawe 1o wake the ofhers
who are going fshing this moming. Fresh mumns,
will be ready in abowt 10 minutes

The brief exchange with Cameron Tails 1o spoil the
moment, but i Brings me back 1o the reality of my
1|'|I'Eﬂ-ﬂﬂ'g' EIDEﬁEﬂEE on board the Grace smme
an B5-100l wooden vessel whose highty polished
mahogany gieams in the morning sun. Built in the
earty 10008, il also refects the fine crafismanship
of & Dypone era
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Keninra In this ickylic El:tlll'ﬂ,; wedl Dewond The Barrier Islands
of Lake of Ihe Woods and the congestion af
weskend coflagers. s easy 1o forgel, al least for
the moment, that this s all part of a8 ey
wildemess-lake expenence.

“Wore coffee? Or will you be joining the others in
ihe dining room?™ Cameron asks a few minubes
Iater. As much as rd lowe another hall-hour on the
fry deck soaking up the pristine swroundings, the
allure of frshing Tor muskie is oo much. | join the
two cthers goang fishing this mornmg in the elegant
dining room; i's as wed-appoinied as the Hobel Fort
Garry's long-defunct Facior's Table. Chel Micky
Darliafih's mufins dom® disappoint and Fm thinking
I should squirrel some away for later

& close friend who had safed on the Grace Anne
earfier in the year had told me about the quality of
the fend onbaard the Grace Anne, Id also heard
that a Winndpeg restaurateur and Toronto chef had
sung Micky's praises as well It seems a lop priority
i5 b ensure guests are well-fad, which suits me
Time

The five-course gourmet dinner Nicky prepared for
he Captain's Dinnes l2st might had exceeded my
expetialions. Freo Press eatery expen Marion
Warhaf would find ihe menu and ihe sandate
warthy of he five slars she slingily hands oul

Erdanges imasgs o

Chef Necy Dartiailin The fishing boats can be heard m ihe distance,

luring the three of us on deck to the boarding
ramp. | quickly duck down io my cabin on the ower
deck o shed the jacket | won't eed in the warming
marming sun. My cabin s one of four singles while
ihere are two doulie cabns, one of them on the
main deck off the dinimg room and sitting area.

My slight delay tums into luck: as. 1 wil spend my
fime this maming alone in the second boal with
Grace Anne caplainigeneral manager Brad
Deericzen. Brad has been involved with the
peautduly crafted mahogany vessel for over 30
years He stared as 2 guide for fishing forays
when the yacht was cwned Dy 3M out of Minneapols. In 1994 when 3 put the boat up Tor
gahe Brad and a parteer bopght the vessel Their pwnership ended in the sary pan of this
decade when Winngeg enfreprensur Moms Chia, a player in the Canadian travel Industry,
made them an offes to their iking Brad stayed on as genaral manager

Erdangs imags o

Greal Mol onty will | 2am more aboul the Grace Anne and Lake of the Wonds, gne of
Canada‘s natural wonders. bul maybe M finaly Ggure ol how B land 3 muskie. 'the Nish of a
o casts'

As we head out of the bay, Brad taks about the wnderwater siructure thad muskoe prefer
given iheir termfionial predatony nature. He tells me how they will snaich smail birds off the top
of the water, and attack anything with fins or feathers thal might sarve as a meal. And he
reminds me thal, while there are no fishing guarantees, if's unkikoely we'll be shut oud. 'm
trying te recall the Coles notes of yesferdan's Muskie Fishing 104 lesson.

In a faw minutes, we ihrotle down at the end of an isiand. Brad pomnks out the rock
siructures surfacing In |@gged peaks and suggests | drecl my 12-inCh lure in that drection

"Rememiber o work the kire in the figure-eight patiern when you get it 1o the skde of the
boat * Brad reminds me. “Muskle are known fo taow the lure all the way 1o ihe boat and
then stnke *

A few casts later. as | awkwardly and duifully struggle with my distoried qure-eights. there
is & fash in the waler beside the Dol A meskie has ollowed the lure, D gidn't ke -- Fm
Aot Sure i Bhe bait or mry lethnigue & al full — swimming off in disinterest

"Here. (Juick,” Brad says, handing me his rod | know I'm about 1o End my Arst muske. Within
SECONGE, | headr. "i's only & northern (pske). He's nof running like a muskie.”
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How gur Balk turms lo ihe Grace Anne || hersell. | was Duilt by ihe Dilchtwm Boal Bulding
Company in Orillia, Onl, for John Forlong as a birthday gl 1o his wile Grace Anne.
Launched in Lake of the Woods after an overland irip in 1931, 4 replaced the Grace Anne,
which was eventually sold in the labe 19305 1o the local Cosst Guard wnill and was used 1o
place nawigation ueiys on the Lake

Biut e he owner, captan or fishang guede, his pnde m the Grace Anne |, its crew and its
operations = unden@aiie. in his 1@k of his vessel. its siafl, A5 service commitment and
navigatng the lake he loves makes, Brad sounds the proudest of fathers. Hicky, the chet
axtraordinaire who preps fsve-star food in 2 gabey no bigger than a small walk-in closat.
Captan Patnck Howard, who has traned his siewards b miurively anticipaie each guest's
wanis and needs. And of course the fishing guides who ensure guests enjoy one of the bast
fishenas in the country.

And there § is — a decisive yank on my ling during on what must be my thousandih cast. But
thes one's another pie no Bgger than the 135t and hardy worth our Hime with the feebile fght
put up

Sensing a possily fustrated guest Brad asks if | want 1o retum 1o Turlie Bay Lodge on Big
Narrows land where the yachil has Wraveled while we've been fSting. No word needs 1o be
SPOKEN

The plan was for the five ppurmalists who are guests of the Grace Anne il this weekend o
meel 2l the lodge, which is part of the Grace Anne || operation, and sxpenence some of he
non-angng activibes offered — skeet shooling, kayaking, hittng godl balls, exploring the
island's traits ¢hiking or even on an ATV} hod-tubbing and massages. Well, plans are subpect
o change and Brad doesn't seem all that disappointed when | suggest a few hundred more
casls before heading in. Pee now got muskies on the brain and e thought of any of those
ather actredies doasn't measure up ko just the hope of BNding e big one.

20 Brad radios the Grace Anne Il that we'll be oafl for another hour, but back in bme for
brunch Hicky is prepanng and owr tig back 1o Winnipeg.

As we fish, Brad continues taling aboul the Grace Anne Il and the variety of peopie that
usa it @ach season. A I'ILITEF'DTE.I-EEIE Brad noles._ are 1'Eg.l|ﬂl'5- wWhi ook nesd j’Eﬂ'E
vacation as they dsembark at the dock in Kenora and head tor heir pevate jet at the

airport

And there's the oceasiona client that books a three-day getaway more than once in a
surnmer, heaed Dy the oy of & fuly pampead wildemsss experiente

Shods Trom ihe Skeel stations pepper oo conversalion. While we're stll withoul 3 muskie,
cur time 15 up. Brad mroflies oo and we hesd 10 the dge.

Wiz board the Grace Anneg || for our refurn b Benom and then YWinnipeg. Nicky's brunch s
outstanding and features pancakes wih fresh Blueberries picked the night before on the
island by Brad and some of the fishing guides. After we finesh, we refine to the fty Geck for
more coffes (cockias if anyone is 50 inclined as the time is approaching noon).

Bonnie Hudacek. Grace Anne managper of guest relabions and our hosd, talks about the
vanous ofcasions that the yacht has been used for tamily gef-togetners, bifhiays.
anniversaries. business deaings o just a quiet getaway She talks about the mportance of
meeting the wishes and needs of every guest and ensuring the highest possible quaity in a4
aspects of ihe operation

And allhough she concedes The high costs Fssociated with fiving ihe royal fife on The Grace
A [Sae Dox) make i somewhal prohibiive Tor ihe dvefage persin. She BG5S lhere Are
those special occasions or business dealings thal justify it

&5 we approach Kenora's harbour, A is obvious regular cottagers on the lake know the
Grace Anne well. Boaters wawe and sound their homs as we pass. Kids run down from ther
cottages waving and waiting for a Hast from the boafl's air home As | st o the fiy deck
waving back. | gef the feeling that somehow this s a special piece of the lakes abac and
thai by being on it, | am somehow special

| also realze Lake of the Waods & a real Canadan freasure and clearsy the Grace Anne I is
its crown jewel And surely that means that this muskie-less king is good Tor another
thousand casts.

Chet Nicky Dartiailh

A close fiend who had sailed on The Grace Anne eartier in e year nad 1ol me about the
quality of the tpod onboard the Grace Anne, [ also heard thaf 2 Winnipeg restaurateur and
Toroado cheed had Swng Nicky's praises a5 well 1 seems & Wop prionly 5 i ensure guesis ane
wel-fed, which Suits me fine






